APR 12

APPENDIX

LIMITED PRACTICE OFFICER RULES OF 
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT (LPORPC)

LPORPC 1.0 TERMINOLOGY
(a) – (e) [Unchanged.]
(f)
“Limited Practice Officer” or “LPO” means a person who is licensed in accordance with the procedures set forth in APR 12 and who has maintained his or her certification in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Limited Practice Boardto engage in the limited practice of law as specified by APR 12.

(g) – (n) [Unchanged.]
Comment
[Unchanged.]

LPORPC 1.8.Unauthorized Practice Of Law
An LPO shall not:

(a) – (b) [Unchanged.]
(c)
select, prepare, or complete documents authorized by APR 12 for or together with any person whose an LPO certification who has been revokedis disbarred or suspended for discipline, or who has resigned in lieu of discipline, or whose license has been revoked for discipline or voluntarily cancelled in lieu of revocation, if the LPO knows, or reasonably should know, of such disbarment, revocation, or suspension, resignation, or cancellation; or 

(d) [Unchanged.]
Comment
[Unchanged.]

LPORPC 1.10 Misconduct

It is professional misconduct for an LPO to:

(a) – (e) [Unchanged.]
(f)
violate a duty or sanction imposed by or under the Rules for Enforcement of Limited Practice Officer ConductDiscipline and Incapacity in connection with a disciplinary matter, including, but not limited to, the duties catalogued at ELPOC 1.5RDI 1.6, Violation of Duties Imposed by These Rules.

(g)
engage in conduct demonstrating unfitness to practice as an LPO.  “Unfitness to practice” includes but is not limited to the inability, unwillingness or repeated failure to perform adequately the material functions required of an LPO or to comply with the LPORPC and/or ELPOCRDI;

(h) – (i) [Unchanged].

Comment
[Unchanged.]

LPORPC 1.12A Safeguarding Property

(a) – (h) [Unchanged.]
(i)
Trust accounts must be interest-bearing and allow withdrawals or transfers without any delay other than notice periods that are required by law or regulation and meets the requirements of RDI 15.5(d) and 15.5(e).  In the exercise of ordinary prudence, the LPO or Closing Firm may select any bank, savings bank, credit union or savings and loan association that is insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or National Credit Union Administration, is authorized by law to do business in Washington and has filed the agreement required by ruleRDI 15.4 of the Rules for Enforcement of Lawyer Conduct.  Trust account funds must not be placed in mutual funds, stocks, bonds, or similar investments.

(1)
When client or third-person funds will not produce a positive net return to the client or third person because the funds are nominal in amount or expected to be held for a short period of time the funds must be placed in a pooled interest-bearing trust account known as an Interest on Lawyer’s Trust Account or IOLTA.  The interest accruingearned on the IOLTA accounts, net of reasonable check and deposit processing charges which may only include items deposited charge, monthly maintenance fee, per item check charge, and per deposit charge, mustshall be paid to, and the IOLTA program shall be administered by, the Legal Foundation of Washington in accordance with RDI 15.4 and 15.5(e).  Any other fees and transaction costs must be paid by the LPO or Closing Firm.  An LPO or Closing Firm may, but shall not be required to, notify the parties to the transaction of the intended use of such funds.
(2) – (4) [Unchanged.]
(j) [Unchanged.]

